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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morito (US 6,003,577) in view of Russon (US 2003/0220894 A1 ) and further in view of 
Braun et al. (US 2005/0089247 A1 ). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Morito discloses a method of creating a pattern for a bead- 
inlaid plate using a computer, comprising the steps of: providing a colour picture, 
(Column 1 , lines 6-10 and column 3, lines 10-19) 

converting the colour picture to a digital image file suited for electronic 
processing, (Column 3, lines 10-19, a picture captured by a digital camera is in a digital 
format) 

dividing the selected area of the shown picture into a grid of intersecting lines 
including squares of a uniform size, each of said squares corresponding to a bead on 
the bead-inlaid plate, so that the grid of intersecting lines also corresponds to the 
selected format, (Figure 2 and column 3, lines 26-45) 
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determining according to a predetermined algorithm for each square that colour 
among colours available for beads which best represents or agrees with the colour of 
the square, (Column 4, lines 18-27) 

showing on the monitor a picture of the selected area including the colour 
determined for the square in each square, (Column 4, lines 18-27, it is obvious that a 
digital image even if altered in color can be shown on a display device) 

and finally printing a pattern including the selected colours for the bead-inlaid 
plate (Column 6, lines 4-9). 

Morito does not clearly disclose showing on a monitor associated with the 
computer the picture that corresponds to the digital image file, selecting on the monitor, 
using a user input device of the computer, an area of the shown picture for which a 
pattern is to be created, and changing on the monitor, using a user input device of the 
computer, at least one colour quantity for the picture of the selected area and/or 
changing the colour in individual squares. 

Russon discloses showing on a monitor associated with the computer the picture 
that corresponds to the digital image file, selecting on the monitor, using a user input 
device of the computer, an area of the shown picture for which a pattern is to be 
created, (Page 2, paragraph 0027, an image editor used on a computer system allows 
for an image to be cropped by a user) 

changing on the monitor, using a user input device of the computer, at least one 
colour quantity for the picture of the selected area and/or changing the colour in 
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individual squares (Page 2, paragraph 0027, the image editor can alter the brightness, 
tint and colors of the image). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Morito to edit an image to be used in a final 
presentation as disclosed by Russon because a user can alter the image to their 
preferences. 

Morito in view of Russon does not clearly disclose selecting a format of a bead- 
inlaid plate. 

Braun discloses selecting a format of a bead-inlaid plate (Page 3, paragraph 

0047). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Morito in view of Russon to adjust the 
dimensions of the final image to meet the specifications of the material to be output to 
as disclosed by Braun because by adjusting the dimensions of the image to the medium 
allows the image to fit within the medium. 

4. Regarding claim 2, Morito in view of Russon (Page 2, paragraph 0027) and 
further in view of Braun discloses the colour quantities include lightness, colour 
saturation and colour scale. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Morito in view of Russon and further in view of Braun (Page 
3, paragraph 0047, the image is cropped with a change in dimensions if the image 
exceeds the dimenesions) discloses the steps of selecting format and dividing the 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,803 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2628 

selected area include the substeps that an initial format is first selected, that thereupon 
the selected area is divided according to the initial format, that on the monitor a picture 
including a grid of intersecting lines drawn according to the initial format is shown, that 
on the monitor, using a user input device of the computer, the initial format is changed 
to a changed format, that thereupon the selected area is divided according to the 
changed format, these substeps being repeated until a desired format has been 
obtained. 

6. Regarding claim 4, Morito discloses a device for forming a pattern for a bead- 
inlaid plate, comprising a computer including a receiving device for a digital image file 
suited for electronic processing, the computer including a unit for showing on the 
monitor associated with the computer the picture that corresponds to the digital image 
file, (Column 1, lines 6-10) and column 3, lines 10-19) 

a unit for dividing the selected area in the shown picture in a grid of intersecting 
lines including squares of a uniform size which each correspond to a bead on the bead- 
inlaid plate, so that the grid of intersecting lines also correspond to the selected format, 
(Figure 2 and column 3, lines 26-45) 

a unit for determining, according to a predetermined algorithm, for each square 
that colour hue among colour hues available for the beads which best represents or 
agrees with the colour hue in the square, (Column 4, lines 18-27) 

a unit for showing on the monitor a picture of the selected area including the 
colour determined for each square in each square, (Column 4, lines 18-27, it is obvious 
that a digital image even if altered in color can be shown on a display device) 
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and a unit for finally printing a pattern including the selected colours for the bead- 
inlaid plate (Column 6, lines 4-9). 

Morito does not clearly disclose a unit for selecting on the monitor, using one of 
the user input devices of the computer, an area of the shown picture for which a pattern 
is to be formed, and a unit for selecting on the monitor, using a user input device of the 
computer, at least one colour quantity for the picture of the selected area and/or 
changing the colours in individual squares. 

Russon discloses a unit for selecting on the monitor, using one of the user input 
devices of the computer, an area of the shown picture for which a pattern is to be 
formed, (Page 2, paragraph 0027, an image editor used on a computer system allows 
for an image to be cropped by a user) 

a unit for selecting on the monitor, using a user input device of the computer, at 
least one colour quantity for the picture of the selected area and/or changing the colours 
in individual squares (Page 2, paragraph 0027, the image editor can alter the 
brightness, tint and colors of the image). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Morito to edit an image to be used in a final 
presentation as disclosed by Russon because a user can alter the image to their 
preferences. 

Morito in view of Russon does not clearly disclose a unit for selecting a format of 
a bead-inlaid plate. 
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Braun discloses a unit for selecting a format of a bead-inlaid plate (Page 3, 
paragraph 0047). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Morito in view of Russon to adjust the 
dimensions of the final image to meet the specifications of the material to be output to 
as disclosed by Braun because by adjusting the dimensions of the image to the medium 
allows the image to fit within the medium. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schultz et al. (US 2005/0062988 A1) Using a Removable Grid for Alignment and 

Trim Adjustments for Printing Jobs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHI HOANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3417. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30am-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xiao Wu can be reached on 571-272-7761 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Phi Hoang/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2628 
November 8, 2008 

/XIAO M. WU/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2628 



